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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

CHIN-BUA TO WU-I BATINAY
TO_BERVE RICH MINING AREA

At a meating in Chin-hus om 22 January 1949, provincial and local leaders
disoussed plans for immediate rebuilding of the Chin-hus--Wu-i railway, the
Iirst of a nmaber of railway projecis in the province. The ties will be ob-
tained locally, half of the vost to be borme by the provincial treasury and
bhalf apportioned among the adjacont heiens. Pails and other equipmsnt will be
transferred fiom supplies storsd in Shang-hai. Thia includes steel hridge
beams oiginally intended for the T'ien-chimg--P'u<k 'on Railroed. A survey
rarty is nov busily engaged in making finel plans, and work will start as soon
as funds axrive fram the Ceutral Government.

In 1942 the Japaness mede & drive down the mewly comstructed Chekiang-
Kiangsi Raliroasd. In the vicinity of Chin-hua in Clekiang, they resognized
the value of the flowrite deposits of near-by Wu-i Hsien and built with
:::ooa hbﬁ.:,‘ 50-idlometer light reilway comnecting the producing areas with

min o

Dwming the wvar, by means of this light railway they ebipped out large
axomts of flourite but inm the spring of 194%. they stopped teking out this
aineral, tore up the railvay and shipped its rails elsewhere, lsaving motring
ut & roadtoed. .

The railway line passes through a region rich in minerals, inoludiag
flourite, coal, iron, and other aaturel resources. It is estimated that k00
tons of flourite could be taken out daily for the naxc 50 years without fully
exhausting the deposits. This ranks as ons of the best sources of this
mineral in the world. It is thonght that it can be s0ld on ihe world market
at a profit of T or 8 US dollars per ton. This would dring in sonsiderable
foreign exchangs Lo help finance the rebuiliing of the railvay. Paper, cotton
and other local products would also add to the operating revenues.
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